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ear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
 

Principal’s Report 

APPRECIATION 

On behalf of all the staff I would like to thank parents, caregivers, families and students 

for their flexibility and endeavours during the current circumstances. We have put in 

place a wide variety of responses and resources to minimise disruption while maintaining 

maximum health and safety. Thank you to the parents and families who have provided 

kind and very positive feedback regarding our work during these difficult times. 

From next week we will commence Phase 1 of our managed return to school (summary 
below). During Phase 1, teachers will be spending significantly more time conducting 
face-to-face instruction. This will mean that there may be reduced interaction with our 
online learning platforms. We are exploring options to minimise this situation. 

YEAR 5 ENTRY TO AN OPPORTUNITY CLASS IN 2021 

There will be changes to the Opportunity Class placement process for entry in 2021 in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Applications for Opportunity Class placement scheduled to open on 28 April 2020 have 

been delayed. 

Revised timing and dates including a new date for the Opportunity Class placement test 

will be announced as they become available. 

MANAGED RETURN TO SCHOOL 

On Monday, May 11 students will commence a phased return to school. The recommen-
dation from both the Department of Education and Health officials is that the first phase 
of this return should see students at school for face-to-face instruction one day a week. 
We have attempted to make this as convenient as possible to our community by using 
students’ Sporting House Groups for organisation. In this way, families will be attending 
school for face-to-face instruction on the same day.  
 
Students will be reminded of their house group via the online platform used by their 
class. If you are unsure which sporting house your child/children belong to, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school office on 9627 1534. 
 
Later in the term we hope to move to Phase 2 where students will attend for two days 
each week. Full details will be sent again via the SkoolBag app and posted on the web-
site. 
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STAFFING CHANGES 

Mrs Vatalis has been successful in gaining an Assistant Principal position at Marayong Heights Public School. We 

wish Mrs Vatalis all the very best in her new position. She will commence this role from the start of Week 3 

(Monday, 11th May, 2020). 

This has required a reorganisation of staffing to a number of classes which are outlined below. All teachers and 

teams are currently working together to ensure a smooth transition for all students and classes involved.  

Miss Holloway will be undertaking the role of Kindergarten team leader and moving her teacher role to KV. 

Mrs Kirby will be teaching 1/2H Monday to Thursday and Mrs Penellum on Fridays.  

Mrs Penellum will work on KTK on Wednesdays. 

As always, student wellbeing and learning will always remain at the core of all of the decisions that we make for our 

school. 

We thank you for your support as these changes are implemented over the coming weeks.  

P&C QUESTIONS REGARDING NEW BUILD 

The Community Engagement Team from School Infrastructure NSW have responded to a number of questions and 
enquiries from the community and P&C. The responses are available on the Schofields Public School website  

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 
  
Cockatoos 
  
Students in the Cockatoo sporting house attend school 
for face-to-face instruction. 
 

TUESDAY 
  
Emus 
  
Students in the Emu sporting house attend school for 
face-to-face instruction. 

WEDNESDAY 
  
Kookaburras 
  
Students in the Kookaburra sporting house attend 
school for face-to-face instruction. 
 

THURSDAY 
  
Magpies 
  
Students in the Magpie sporting house attend school 
for face-to-face instruction. 

FRIDAY 
  
All students participate in remote learning. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
  
If you or your child are unwell, please do not come to 
school. 
  
Any student who becomes unwell while at school will 
be isolated in an appropriate space and their parent/
caregiver contacted to collect them. 
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MESSAGE FROM COMMONWEALTH BANK  
  
The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities and our staff remains our highest priority. Due to the ongoing 
uncertainty surrounding coronavirus, the School Banking program will remain on hold. We will continue to monitor 
the situation and keep you informed with any updates including how we will be managing Dollarmite tokens for stu-
dents.  
  
In the meantime, here are some handy online resources for parents who wish to maintain momentum with their 
child’s financial education:  
  
Start Smart: these resources have been created to improve children’s money management skills, and is aligned to 
the Australian Curriculum and the National Consumer Financial Literacy Framework.  
 
The Beanstalk: offers videos and fun activities for children to learn about money. 
  

P&C NEWS 

Exciting news!  The students from Schofields Public School can look forward to a new play-space thanks to a 

$40,000 Government Grant secured by Kayleen Glover for the Schofields P&C Association.  The NSW Government 

Community Building Partnerships program awards grants for community infrastructure projects that deliver positive 

social, environmental and recreational outcomes, while promoting community participation, inclusion and cohesion. 

This grant will be used to build a nature based sandpit which will not only provide the students at Schofields Public 

School with a long-awaited dedicated play space but will also benefit the After School Care program. 

CANTEEN NEWS 

We are excited to announce that Healthy Canteens Australia will be re-opening the school canteen from next Mon-
day, 11 May. 

We greatly encourage all families to order their child’s lunch online through Flexischools (flyer later in Newsletter). 
This will make for a convenient, contactless and cash free transaction.  

If a family does need to pay with cash, we encourage them to place their cash in an envelope or lunch order bag from 
home and write their class, name and order details and drop it into the canteen express drop box at the counter. This 
will reduce the contact at the canteen, especially as the school tries to limit the amount of parents onsite. Please note 
the Canteen is unable to process refunds if the parent has selected the incorrect day. There is an alert on the Flexis-
chools app that reminds parents to check that they are ordering lunch for a day that their child will be attending 
school. 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers and grandmothers.  

I hope you get to share some time with the special people in your life this 

weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colin Ross - Principal 
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